Marriage Ceremonies


As a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I am frequently asked to officiate wedding ceremonies. God’s word speaks of the importance of this Holy Covenant, and the responsibilities each party assumes when they enter into it. Marriage is a life long commitment between one man and one woman, as ordained by God in Genesis 2:24, and the ceremony should be conducted with reverence and that understanding. 

So - the following are my guidelines for performing a wedding service, and are not negotiable.

1. This is a religious ceremony. The vows exchanged between the Bride and the Groom acknowledge the presence of God the Father, the forgiveness of sin thru His son Jesus Christ, and the Power and filling of the Holy Spirit, therefore I will only marry Born Again Believers. 

2. Couples will be required to attend three marriage-counseling sessions in which the biblical roles of Husbands, Wives, Mothers, and Fathers will be discussed.

3. I reserve the right to not marry couples that have been previously married, but will decide on a case-by-case basis.

4. Couples may write their own vows, but I will proof them for content and still deliver a Biblically based message during the ceremony.

5. I will not allow religious or traditional rituals to be performed that go against the doctrinal beliefs of the Southern Baptist Denomination.

6. I will not co-officiate with a minister of a different faith and order.

7. 
Nothing will be said or done during the actual ceremony that was not discussed and approved by all parties prior to the start of the service. All aspects of the service will be agreed upon during a rehearsal or planning period.

At any time during the pre-marital counseling, rehearsal time, or wedding day, I feel that officiating a ceremony may reflect negatively on myself, or the Church that I represent, (i.e. a member of the wedding party showing up under the influence or any other act of gross misconduct) I reserve the right to withdraw from participation without any obligation to the couple. 

